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Abstract

Posthumanism as a philosophical strand and the posthumanities as a field of knowledge creation
have emerged against the backdrop of planetary environmental disruption (or crises), on the one
hand, and a rapid technological development, intervening in both life itself and the mind, on the
other. The ‘post-" has gestured towards a form of rewriting (Lyotard 1991) of the humanist legacy.

Artists have not remained indifferent. Developing since the 1990s, bioart — a form of artistic
practices involving the use of biological matter and the employment of scientific methods,
protocols, and tools — has challenged the distinction between representation and presentation
(Mitchell 2010); the boundaries of art, science, and technology (daCosta and Philip 2010; Reichle
2009); and the very cultural and philosophical framing of life and the body (Kac 2006; Zurr and
Catts 2023).

Drawing on several examples of contemporary artists, from the iconic duo of The Tissue Culture
& Art Project (AU), through the works of Svenja Kratz (AU), to installations by Margherita Pevere
(IT/DE), among others, this lecture will zoom in on ‘the non/living’ (Radomska 2016) as a material
and conceptual node, entangling processes of living and dying, growth and decay. The non/living
exposes not only the conceptual and material blurriness of life and death, so central in bioartworks,
but also some of the key problematic of posthumanism(s): human subjectivity, ‘control’, and
relation to nonhuman others; the authority of technoscience; and the more-than-human ethical

enquiry.
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,,INegyvosios/gyvosios materijos: apie posthumanizuojancia meno praktika*.

Posthumanizmas kaip filosofiné kryptis ir posthumanitariniai mokslai kaip ziniy kiirimo sritis
atsirado, viena vertus, planetinés aplinkos krizés (arba kriziy) kontekste, kita vertus, sparcios
technologinés plétros, veikiancios tiek patj gyvenima, tiek prota, fone. ,,Post-“ Siame kontekste
reiSkia savotiskg humanistinio palikimo perraSymo forma (Lyotard 1991).

Menininkai neliko abejingi Siam pokyciui. Nuo 1990-yjy besivystantis biomenas — meninés
praktikos forma, apimanti biologinés materijos naudojima ir moksliniy metody, protokoly bei
jrankiy taikymg — meté i8Suikj skirtumui tarp reprezentacijos ir prezentacijos (Mitchell 2010);
perskyrai tarp meno, mokslo ir technologijy (daCosta ir Philip 2010; Reichle 2009); ir paciam
kultiiriniam bei filosofiniam gyvenimo ir kiino suvokimui (Kac 2006; Zurr ir Catts 2023).

Remdamasi keliais Siuolaikiniy menininky pavyzdziais — ikonisko dueto ,,The Tissue Culture &
Art Project” tyrimais (AU), Svenjos Kratz (AU) darbais, Margheritos Pevere (IT/DE)
instaliacijomis ir kt. — §ioje paskaitoje nagrinésiu perskyra ,,negyvasis/gyvasis* (Radomska 2016)
kaip materialy ir konceptualy mazga, jungiant] gyvenimo ir mirties, augimo ir irimo procesus.
Negyvasis/gyvasis atskleidzia ne tik konceptualy ir materialy gyvenimo ir mirties neapibréztuma,
toki svarby biomeno kiiriniuose, bet ir kai kurias pagrindines posthumanizmo(-y) problemas:
zmogaus subjektyvuma, ,.kontrole* ir santykj su neZmogiskais kitais; technomokslo autoriteta; ir
daugiau nei zmogiskus esinius apimant;j etinj santykj.
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