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Correct Spoken Expression – Aspiration and Reality

Recently, there has been a heated discussion about the continuously worsening verbal expression of the young generation – distorted articulation, accentuation and intonation mistakes.  Pronunciation and accentuation are a hard nut to crack. We may all make mistakes and actors are no exception – however, their mistakes are more conspicuous. Quite often, we expect to hear impeccable speech from the television, radio, or theatre; yet, unfortunately, what we are exposed to is far from a good example. Inaccuracies are in every area – the culture of the language, vocabulary, accentuation, but what primarily draws our attention is incorrect pronunciation. That is why I would like to focus on the peculiarities, patterns and trends of the verbal expression of professional and student actors and overview the most acute problems. These, by the way, are also recognised by the students themselves. If you ask students what they think of their pronunciation, what is good in their speech and what needs to be corrected, they usually name the pronunciation of the long and short vowels (among them, of course, ē and o). Indeed, this is so true, and is not the problem of actors only. Recently, there has been a noticeable trend or a speaking manner among young people to produce sounds with flabby or loose speech organs. When speaking like that, it is impossible to pronounce the long vowels. Moreover, whole syllables are no longer pronounced, especially in the word endings.
Having discussed these and other issues, the presentation emphasises the idea that we all together should search for attractive and efficient ways of developing spoken expression; so that our ambition – correct, flowing and natural language –becomes reality.
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