NATURE, CULTURE AND AESTHETICS OF ANTHROPOCENE (IN ENGLISH)

Subject (module) title Subject (module) Study Programme (-s)
code
Nature, Culture and Aesthetics of Anthropocene (in English) 12538/24 All
Lecturer (-s) Department where the subject

is delivered

Coordinator: Lekt. Edvardas Sumila Department of Philosophy and

Cultural Sciences

Other(s):

Study cycle Type of the subject (module)

First (bachelor) Optional

Mode of delivery Semester or period when the subject is delivered Language (-s) of instruction

Online Autumn or Spring semester English

Pre-requisites and co-requisites

Pre-requisites: Ability to read, write and analyse texts in English Co-requisites (if any):

Number of ECTS credits Total student workload (in Contact hours

hours)

Self-study hours

3 80 32 48

Aim of the subject (module)

To provide students with a critical approach to exploring issues of nature, culture, and art through theoretical foundations
and artistic practices, aiming to understand how these perspectives shape our view of climate change as a social and political
problem.

Abstract of the subject (module) (up to 500 characters)

The climate change has become perhaps the most pressing social and political issue today, precisely because it is the problem
which breaches the normativity of politics. At the core of these issues is our understanding of what is natural and what is
human, or more precisely, what is the relation between what we call nature, and what we call culture or society. In this
course we want to at least partly investigate these problems from two angles — theoretical conceptualizations and the artistic
reflection. For the first we will investigate the different account of the division between nature and culture. We will explore
the concept of nature itself from the dominant paradigm in early philosophy, i. e. Aristotelian physics, and the contemporary
criticisms of modern scientific approaches, starting from the 20" century onwards — from the Frankfurt School to Andreas
Malm and TJ Demos, the notions of Anthropocene, Holocene and other similar ones. This will be done in relation to the
aesthetic dimension; the division between nature and culture is also approached and criticized in different ways in
contemporary art. We will look into the work of Edward Burtynsky, Ursula Biemann, the practices of Forensic Architecture
research group among other radical artistic practices and will try to give a critical assessment of their work.

Programme learning Teaching and

The ability to use theoretical and historical knowledge
effectively to reveal the specificity, developmental
patterns and diversity of contemporary culture
(including contemporary art, performing arts and

to navigate in the field of theories of the Anthropocene
and nature, to select and understand theoretical
concepts, and to analyse the creative principles of
artistic practices.

4, Social skills

Ability to work independently and as part of a team, to
lead decisions and communicate with target groups.

Ability to express professional and well-reasoned
public opinions on a range of artistic events, texts and
works.

5. Personal skills

Ability to work, learn and develop independently in
the light of ongoing developments in theory and
practice in contemporary, performing and cinematic
arts.

texts and case
studies, analysis
and evaluation of
related artistic

film). phenomena.
2. Capacity to conduct | Ability to think critically, to carry out research | Problem-based
research independently, to summarise and analyse the results, | instruction,

slideshows and
films.

Learning outcomes of the subject (module) to be ; Assessment
outcomes to be - learning
. delivered methods
delivered methods
1. Knowledge and its | Ability to navigate the field of Anthropocene and | Active learning Cumulative
implementation natural theories, to select and understand theoretical | methods: assessment:
concepts, to analyse the creative principles of artistic | seminars, group | during the
practitioners, to form and justify professional insights | discussion, seminars and
and opinions, to reflect on one's own work. interpretation of | seminar

presentation.




Contact Hours

Topics

Lectures in groups
groups / seminars

Individual classes

hours

Self — study hours

Self — study
assignments

™! Practical training in

An introduction to climate change as a social and political | 2
issue. An overview of climate change and its impacts on
society and politics. Breach of political normativity in
environmental issues.

| Total contact work

Defining Nature and Culture: Historical Perspectives. 2 2
Philosophical roots of the nature-culture dichotomy.
Contemporary scientific approaches to nature. The
development of scientific approaches to nature from the
Enlightenment to the 20th century.

The Frankfurt School and environmental criticism. The 2 2
Frankfurt School's approach to nature and society. Key
thinkers: Horkheimer, Adorno and Marcuse.

The Anthropocene and Holocene: understanding 2 2
geological epochs. Contemporary theoretical perspectives
by Andreas Malm and TJ Demos. Andreas Malm's views
on fossil fuel capitalism and climate change. TJ Demos'
intersection of ecology, art and politics.

Aesthetics and environmental criticism. The role of 2 2
aesthetics in environmental discourse. How aesthetics
responds to environmental issues. Edward Burtynsky:
industrial landscapes and environmental impact. Forensic
architecture research.

Artistic response to the Anthropocene. Contemporary art | 2 2
responds to the Anthropocene. The main themes and

Analysis of theoretical
texts and/or artistic
phenomena; public
discussion of examples.

artists of the Anthropocene discourse

The divide between nature and culture in contemporary 2 2 4 7
art. An artistic critique of the dichotomy between nature
and culture. Examples of works that distinguish between
nature and culture. The impact of radical art on public

perception and politics.

Future directions: art, theory and environmental activism. | 2 2 4 6
The changing relationship between art, theory and
environmental activism. Future trends and challenges in
addressing climate change through interdisciplinary

approaches.

Total: | O 0 0 32 48

Assessment
strategy

Weight
in per
cent

Deadline for
completing
the
assignments

Assessment criteria

Individual
research
work and
public
presentation
in seminars

30

During the
semester

The ability to participate actively and constructively in seminar discussions, as
well as individual students' familiarity with and individual interpretation of the
text and/or cultural phenomena being presented are assessed:

- Ability to orientate and convey themes of interest to the author(s) of the text,
and insight into the problematic context;

- creativity in the juxtaposition and analysis of different theoretical
orientations;

- the ability to analyse and present analyses of specific texts;

- the ability to assess and analyse independently the impact of the phenomena
under discussion on culture and art.




Basis for the assessment:

3 points: active and constructive participation in the debate, formulating
problems, making critical comments, timely analysis of texts and/or artistic
movements, comprehensive, accurate, creative presentation and fluent
delivery;

2 points: participation in discussions, making comments, timely analysis of
texts and/or artistic movements, detailed presentation and fluency, but lack of
novelty, individual and critical thinking, inability to apply theoretical
knowledge in practice;

1 point: attempts to participate in discussion and make comments, formal
presentation, but lack of novelty, individual, creative and critical thinking,
inability to apply theoretical knowledge in practice;

0 points: non-participation in discussions or skipping 2/3 of the seminars,
inadequate or no analysis of texts.

Seminar
presentation
based on one
of the course
themes and
assigned
readings.

70

During the
semester

Familiarity with the material and theoretical texts covered in the course;
Engaging and in-depth independent study of the topic;

clear and individual understanding and assimilation of both;

the ability to raise critical questions and to respond to questions posed on the
topic.

Basis for the assessment:

7 points: comprehensive, broad and strong knowledge, supported by
examples, mastery of the theoretical and practical context, creative
commenting based on independent thinking, sound application of knowledge
and critical evaluation;

6 points: comprehensive theoretical knowledge, supported by relevant
examples, mastery of the theoretical and practical context, commenting on it,
application of knowledge and critical evaluation, but lack of new ideas,
individual connections and strong independent thinking;

5 points: Conscious mastery of all the required theoretical material of the
course, memorisation of the examples given and identification of the main
aspects of the required literature, understanding of the theoretical and practical
context, ability to comment on it, application of subject knowledge, but a lack
of new ideas, individual connections and strong independent thinking;

4 points: mastery of all required theoretical material in the course,
memorisation of the examples given, indicative understanding of the
theoretical and practical context, attempts to comment on it, attempts to apply
the subject knowledge, but lack of new ideas, individual connections,
independent and critical thinking, broader knowledge, inability to interpret,
collate, locate and apply the theoretical material in the course in a creative
way;

3 points: partial mastery of the theoretical material of the course, incomplete
memorisation of the examples given, fragmented understanding of the
theoretical and practical context, vague attempts to comment on it, and lack of
new ideas, independent and critical thinking, broader knowledge, inability to
interpret, compare, localise and apply the theoretical material presented in the
course;

2 points: formal and incomplete mastery of the theoretical material of the
course, a fragmented and unsystematic understanding of the theoretical and
practical context, in addition to a lack of independent and critical thinking,
lack of clear knowledge and examples, and an inability to interpret, compare,
localise and apply the theoretical material presented in the course;

1 point: superficial and fragmentary grasp of the theoretical material of the
course, vague knowledge of the theoretical and practical context, in addition
to a lack of independent and critical thinking, lack of clear knowledge and
examples, inability to comment on, evaluate, evaluate and apply the
theoretical material presented in the course;

0 points: distorted, illogical, extremely poor theoretical knowledge in terms of
scope and quality, no theoretical and practical context, and no evidence of
independent thinking, commentary and evaluation, or complete failure or
absence.
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