
 

 

MEDIA METAMORPHOSIS: FROM PRINT TO PIXELS 

 

Subject (module) title Subject (module) code Study Programme (-s) 

Media Metamorphosis: From Print to Pixels (in English) 12548/24 All study programmes 

Lecturer (-s) Department where the subject is 

delivered 

Coordinator:  Nuruzzaman Khan LMTA National Film School 

(KIMO) 
Other(s): Assoc Prof. Vytautas Dambrauskas 

Study cycle Type of the subject (module) 

Bachelor Optional 

Mode of delivery Semester or period when the subject is delivered Language (-s) of instruction 

Theory and Practical Autumn or Spring / All study programmes English 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites 

Pre-requisites:   Co-requisites (if any):  

Number of ECTS credits Total student workload (in 

hours) 

Contact hours Self-study hours 

3 80 40 40 

Aim of the subject (module) 

The aim of the course Media Metamorphosis: From Print to Pixels / How Media Transforms Culture from Gutenberg to 

Zuckerberg is to introduce students to the impact of media technologies on societal changes, presenting key historical 

developments from the printing press to social media. It seeks to familiarize students with how media has shaped communication, 

culture, and individual behaviours, providing tools to critically assess media's role in shaping public discourse and identity. 

Abstract of the subject (module) (up to 500 characters) 

This course deals with the intricate relationship between media technologies and societal transformations throughout history. 

This interdisciplinary course offers a comprehensive exploration of the evolution of media from the invention of the printing 

press by Johannes Gutenberg to the rise of contemporary social media platforms pioneered by figures like Mark Zuckerberg. 

Through a blend of historical analysis, cultural studies, and media theory, students will examine how each technological 

advancement—from the printing press to radio, television, and the internet—has reshaped communication practices, cultural 

norms, and individual behaviours. The course will critically analyse the impact of these media transformations on various aspects 

of society, including politics, economics, education, and personal relationships. By tracing the trajectory of media development, 

students will gain insight into how technological innovations have not only facilitated the dissemination of information but also 

influenced the formation of identities, ideologies, and social structures. Through case studies, discussions, and research projects, 

students will investigate key moments in media history, interrogate the role of media in shaping public discourse, and assess the 

ethical implications of media technologies. Additionally, the course will examine contemporary issues such as digital literacy, 

algorithmic bias, privacy concerns, and the democratization of media production and consumption. By the end of the course, 

students will have a deeper understanding of how media technologies have catalysed cultural shifts and influenced societal 

dynamics, empowering them to critically engage with media in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 

Programme 

learning outcomes 

to be delivered 

Learning outcomes of the subject (module) to be 

delivered 

Teaching and 

learning methods 

Assessment 

methods 

1. Knowledge and its 

application 

Understand the historical development of media 

technologies and their impact on society. 
Lectures  

Group discussions  

Case studies  

Research projects  

Guest lectures 

(optional)  

Multimedia 

presentations  

Class participation 

and engagement in 

discussions (10%) 

Presentation on 

selected topics 

(20%) Midterm 

exam (30%) Final 

exam (40%) 

Students will be able to explore the historical development 

of media technologies from the invention of the printing 

press to contemporary social media platforms. 

2. Research skills 
Students will be able to analyse the relationship between 

media transformations and cultural shifts. 



 

 

Students will be able to critically evaluate the role of 

media in shaping communication practices, cultural 

norms, and individual behaviours. 

Documentary 

Screening 

3. Special skills 

 

Students will be able to analyse contemporary issues and 

ethical considerations related to media technologies. 

 Students will develop skills in researching, analysing, and 

presenting arguments about media and culture 
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1. Introduction to Media Metamorphosis: 

Historical Overview 

1 1  2 2 Choose one medium from the history and 

describe the influence in present reality.  

2. The Printing Revolution: Impact on 

Knowledge and Society  

1 1  2 2 Present your own argument about the 

impact of the printing machine.  

3. The Age of Mass Media: Rise of Radio and 

Television  

1 3  4 3 Make a presentation about the age of 

mass media 

4. The Digital Frontier: Birth of the Internet 

and World Wide Web  

1 3  4 3 Make your argument presentation about 

how and why it happened. 

5. The Social Media Era: From Friendster to 

Facebook  

1 3  4 2 Is the Facebook update related to the 

human behavioural history evolving? 

Make a presentation about it.  

6. Media Convergence: Blurring Boundaries 

in the Digital Age  

1 1  2 2 Choose a chapter regarding the topic from 

the book and present your own view. 

7. Media Effects and Cultural Hegemony  1 1  2 2 Choose a chapter regarding the topic from 

the book and present your own view. 

8. Politics and Media: Propaganda, Public 

Opinion, and Democracy  

1 1  2 2 Class debate 

9. Economics of Media: Advertising, 

Monetization, and Ownership  

1 1  2 2 Bring 5 examples of advertising and 

discuss how it affected your real life.  

10.Media Literacy and Digital Citizenship  1 1  2 2 Class discussion participation 

11.Algorithmic Bias and Filter Bubbles  1 1  2 2 Choose a chapter regarding the topic from 

the book and present your own view. 

12.Privacy in the Digital Age  1 1  2 2 Choose a chapter regarding the topic from 

the book and present your own view. 

13.Citizen Journalism and Participatory 

Culture  

1 1  2 2 Class debate 

14.Media Regulation and Ethics  1 1  2 2 Class discussion participation 

15.Media and Identity: Representation and 

Stereotypes  

1 3  4 4 Make a class presentation with 5 real life 

scenarios  

16.Future Trends in Media Technology and 

Society 

1 1  2 4 Make a projection of the future media 

based on class lessons. 

In total: 16 24 0 40 40  

 



 

 

Assessment 

strategy 

Weight 

in per 

cent 

Deadline for 

completing the 

assignments 

Assessment criteria 

Class 

participation and 

engagement in 

discussions 

10 During the 

semester 

 Evaluation criteria: 

- Attendance; 

- Engaging class discussion; 

- Questioning; 

Presentation on 

selected topics 

20 During the 

semester 

Presentation An independent practical task "Curator's Notes". Throughout 

the lecture series, students will prepare a presentation on one selected topic 

(from the provided list) where they will present their idea and thoughts based 

on text and visual materials what will be discussed in the class 

Evaluation criteria: 

- - Creativity; 

- - Presentation approach; 

- - Personal examples; 

Midterm exam 30 During the 

semester 

 Evaluation criteria: 

- Accuracy; 

- Completeness and reasoning of answers to questions;  

- Bringing own experiences and reflection; 

Final exam  40 During the 

exams session 

Exam Task: Write or make a video essay analysing the evolution of media 

technologies and their impact on society, using specific examples and 

theoretical concepts discussed throughout the course. 

Evaluation criteria: 

- - Explanation with creativity 

- - Visual approach  

- - Narrative skill 

- - Research skill 

- - Connecting with own experience  

 

Author 
Year of 

publication 
Title 

No. of 

periodical or 

volume of 

publication 

Publisher (place, publishing 

office) 

or Internet link 

Compulsory study materials 

1. "Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man" by Marshall McLuhan  

2. "The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making of Typographic Man" by Marshall McLuhan  

3. "Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business" by Neil Postman  

4. "The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains" by Nicholas Carr  

5. "The Filter Bubble: How the New Personalized Web Is Changing What We Read and How We Think" by Eli Pariser  

6. "Digital Disconnect: How Capitalism Is Turning the Internet Against Democracy" by Robert W. McChesney  

7. "The Medium Is the Massage: An Inventory of Effects" by Marshall McLuhan and Quentin Fiore  

8. "Media and Cultural Studies: Keyworks" edited by Meenakshi Gigi Durham and Douglas M. Kellner 

     

Additional study materials 

     

 


